THE GRAND ALLIANCE

had his consolation. He saw with eagle eye the approach of
a reign and Government in England which would maintain
the cause in which his strength had been spent. He saw the
only man to whom in war or policy, in the intricate convolu-
tions of European diplomacy, in the party turmoil of England,
or amid the hazards of the battlefield, he could bequeath the
awful yet unescapable task. He had made his preparations
deliberately to pass his leadership to a new champion of the
Protestant faith and the liberties of Europe. In his last
years he had woven Marlborough into the whole texture of
his combinations and policy. In his last hours he commended
him to his successor as the fittest man in the realm to guide
her councils and lead her armies. William died at fifty-two
worn out by his labours. Marlborough at the same age strode
forward upon those ten years of unbroken victory with which
our future chapters will be mainly concerned.
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